Correspondence
"1 would like to thank Antoni Gaudí lor his grace in
curing my breast tumor. I ask him to continue bestowing upon me his grace". Chiara Amati, 17.4.12 Bari.
"My aunt who is a cloistered Carmelite nun sent me
the Gaudí Newsletter, which I greatly enjoyed reading. I
would appreciate it il you could send me some prayer
cards to give to my relatives. I would also like to request
a lew prayer cards 01 the martyrs Father Gil Parés and
others." Sara Garrido, 19.04.12. Boiro.
"Having received the March newsletter, and coinciding with the closing 01 the diocesan process concerning the presumed martyrs Fathers Gil Pares and
others, I would like to receive some prayer cards and a
booklet to learn more about it." Joan Xavier Dalmau,
18.04.12, Figueres.
"Following a visit to the Sagrada Familia I have
become a devotee 01 Antoni Gaudí and pray every day
to him lor my children who are architects, so they will
have work. Gaudí has so lar helped my son Francesco
who has lour children, and also Martino ... My husband,
also an architect, died tour months ago and I pray to
Gaudí that he give me peace" Rosy Amigoni, 24.04.12
Melgrate
"On May 19th I visited the Sagrada Familia. I
enjoyed my visit greatly. Belore going into the church I
received a telephone call saying that the cyst that my
sister-in-Iaw had removed was cancerous. Once in
the crypt I prayed belore the tomb 01 Antoni Gaudí lor
his intercession, asking that there be no lurther need
to operate, or that it turn out to not be as serious as
it seemed. And that, in any case, the patient be able
to bear it al!. Today the second operation was to take
place, but belore being taken into the operating room
another pathologist told us that the operation wouldn't
be necessary, at least without lurther testing. I see in
this the hand 01 Mr. Gaudí". Charo Rascón, 23.05.12.
"Following the grace shown by Antoni Gaudí to the
person l'rn taking care 01, Father Adollo Solá-Sert, alter
the ictus he suffered, I have been asked to requestthat
you send me the newsletter". Xavier Farré, 4. 06.12
Barcelona
"1 prayed lor the intercession 01 Antoni Gaudí to
help us lind an architect who would work lar no lees to
enlarge the geriatric home House 01 Mercy. The architect Henry Taylor Camargo, arrived on the scene in the
month 01 July 2011 to undertake the construction work
and linished on April 2012 when the horne's chapel
was blessed in a mass celebrated by Bishop Camilo

Fernando Castrellón along with other priests. Thank you
God and Holy Virgin Mother lor the intercession 01 the
architect Antoni Gaudí who is lull 01 the love 01 God"
Nancy Alvernia and Luis Ángel Martínez, Barcelona
11.06.12. (Home for Old People, Barrancabermeja,
Colombia)
"What can I do to come by a relic 01 Antoni Gaudí
or other material? I am a seminary student Irom the
dioceses 01 Mexicali. I like to visit the ailing and promote among them a devotion lor the saints." José Feo.
Morales, 10.07.12.
"1 am sending a donation on behall 01 my son
who linally achieved what he wanted. I used to visit
the tomb 01 Gaudí and was very impressed, prayed
the Novena on two occasions and linally the day we
were waiting lor arrived. Carmen Merino, Barcelona
13.08.12.
"On a visit to the tomb 01 Gaudí I saw the newsletter. I would like to receive the newsletter to learn
more about the lile 01 this great mano Antonio Acedo,
Washington 22.08.12.

GO~~CHITECT-

PRAYER OF PRIVATE DEVOTION
Godour Father,you instilled in your servantAntoniGaudí,
architect, a great love lor your Creationand a burning
desire to imitate the childhood and passion mysteries
al your Son.Grant,by the power al the HolySpirit that I
also may learn to dedicate myself to a well-.done work
and glorify your servantAntoni,granting me, through his
intercessionthe favor I request (here make your petítíon).
ThroughChristour Lord,Amen.Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
grant us peaceand preservethe lamily (three times).
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IF YOU WANT TO RECEIVE THIS BULLETIN
contact:
Associació pro Beatificació dAntoni Gaudí,
Apartat de Correus 24094,08080
Barcelona,
Spain.
E-mail: gaudibeatificatio@gmail.com

Following the usual torrnat of our publication, which
is comprised of the sections: testimonies, news, correspondence, and accounts, in "testimonies" we have
reproduced excerpts frorn eyewitness accounts 01 Gaudí,
selecting an article about grandlather
Bonaventura
Bassegoda i Arnigó appearing in the La Vanguardia daily
Barcelona newspaper on June 23, 1926 entitled "The
Dante of Architecture" as well as another article written in 1964 by the architect Lluís Bonet i Garí tor the
journal "Criterion" regarding the conversation he had
with granduncle Joaquím Bassegoda i Amigó who was a
contemporary 01 Gaudí.

"The Dante of Architecture"
by Bonaventura Bassegoda

A~~OCiaCiÓpro
Beatificació
d'Antonl Gaudí

INCQME:coin banks, tomb, Holy Chapel,
Donations made to the La Caixa account) ....35.186,89 €
PAYMENTS:(newsletters, printed brochures, prayer
cards, and booksAssoc. Pro Beat, A. Gaudf) 23.691,36 €
BALANCEIN QURFAVOR
11.495,53 €

Apartat

de Correus

08080 Barcelona

Donations to the cause can be sent to: La Caixa,
Account # IBAN: ES62 2100 0810 29 0200674014
CODEo Thank you.

The Association for the Beatilication of Antoni Gaudí
published Basseqoda's book "El Senyor Gaudí". He was
not the Temple architect and yet he always supported
the continuation 01 the construction 01 the Temple, collaborating in the journal Temple. His restoration of the
Cathedral, and the Basilica 01 Sta. Maria del Mar, both
in Barcelona, are remarkable. He became an architect in
1957, lollowing in the lootsteps of the rnen in his lamily,
namely his great grandlather Pere Bassegoda i Mateu
(1817 -1908), his grandlather Bonaventura Bassegoda
i Amigó (1862-1940)
and his father Bonaventura
Bassegoda i Musté (1896-1987).
Curiously enough
the brothers of his great grandlather, grandlather and
lather were all also architects. Dr. Joan Bassegoda was
the director of the Gaudí Chair in 1968, president 01
the Friends 01 Gaudí also in 1966, and president 01 the
Academy of Fine Arts 01 St. Jordi lrom 1990 to 1998.

TESTIMONIES

Antoni Caudí

ACCOUNTS (March - October 2012)
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ur newsletter, as you may know, is not published regularly, but rather when there seems
to be an appropriate reason to do so. This
November issue is in memory of Dr. Joan
Bassegoda I Nonell, architect and prolilic scholar of the
lile and work of God's servant, Antoni Gaudí. Bassegoda
passed away on July 30, 2012.
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"Gaudí was an exceptional, rectilinear artist who
never deviated from his path even when under the pressures 01 life and the struggle to live, nor when pressured
by the impurities 01 reality. He continued, undisturbed,
his trajectory, with head held high, walking with hands
lolded on his chest, indicating his absolute resignation to
Divine Providence.
As a teenager I met Gaudí while still at university,
which would have been around 1876. He graduated in

Testimonies
1878 and I did in 1886. I had a profound respect for Gaudí as a student eight years his junior - a respect that
with time turned into an ever-deepening admiration as he progressed in his professionallife.
Gaudí's artistic education is based on a disproportionate love for books and for reading. He was intimately familiar with the work of Viollet-Ie-Duc. These readings did not do more than determine, in this rational
architect, an enthusiasm for using medieval building principies in a subtle way, accentuating trends both
Hellenistic, and traditional, with artistic elements of untouched Nature".
Once absorbed in the gargantuan construction work of the temple of the Sagrada Familia, Gaudí immediately realized that he must not go about the work as a whole, which would have been tantamount to leaving his
benefactors with no way to perceive the progress being made, and in this manner, bury the millions of pesetas
in donations in the very foundations of the Temple. He thought of his work as necessarily spanning many generations yet to come. Consequently he established specific objectives and milestones that would be reference
points to confine his study to, careful nevertheless to later weave them together by what they held in common,
to finally arrive at the still distant result. Such were the buttresses and pinnacles of the apse, the termination
of the crypt, the nativity portal from which the four towers rise towards the heavens, as if in admiration of the
divine event, like the admiration of the shepherds who were guided by the star to the portal of Bethlehem. He
also began the cloister for the processions, the individual bell towers and the chapel of the Rosary, leaving the
grand scale of the model as a sign to his followers of what he had in mind and of how to continue his work.
Gaudí was a formidable orator but not in the ordinary sense of the word. He was clear, simple and convincing, saying everything he had to say in sparing terms. In his speeches or conferences his knowledge of
religious symbolism, of structural balance and of liturgy was brilliant. Liturgy was his spiritual nourishment,
and for that reason the fervor with which he attended the divine services in the cathedral was really exemplary. How many were the times we ran into each other in the new square, Gaudí who modestly walked with
his missal under his arm and his hands folded!
His mysticism and -why not say it - his severity -Ied him to a truly Franciscan austerity. He wanted nothing for himself, and in possession of the parish temple he withdrew like a hermit, eating what he was given,
sometimes at his worktable, or on a half-hewn block. He attended processions and solemnities in which it was
fit to make an act of faith and presence, and in this way, in seeking the highest perfection, he gradually let go
of all that had bound him to the society of his time, that buzzed with the most revolting madness and abandono
Divine Providence decreed the moment of his tragic death. I sincerely believe that if he had, at the time,
any awareness of what was happening to him, he would have given thanks to God,grateful to have been given
a modest hospital bed from which to give up his soul. For thirty years he had taken daily Holy Communion,
and did not consider himself anything other than a common construction worker. He only recovered some of
his outspokenness when the alms that he always asked for were denied him, and then he would make those
admirable homilies".
I have no doubt that my friend and old classmate Gaudí, whose name resounds at the end of this now
passing century and the beginning of the next, who I always so greatly admired, will have attained perpetual
light. He began a grand work, a holy work, and as it started to grow, he wanted to disappear from the sight of
society so as to not let himself be carried away by conceit. It was not in vain that Saint Agustin said, "If you
want to raise a great andholy edifice you must first begin by constructing a deep foundation of humility". In
those same foundations, in the very same heart of his work the remains of the great Christian and artist rest".
A Conversation

between Lluís Bonet i Garí and Joaquím Bassegoda

"l.et's listen to what those who knew Gaudí have to sayoWe will transcribe the conversation, as I myself
recorded it, with his fellowclassmate at the university, the architect Joaquím Bassegoda. Summarizing he told
me: "He used to read a lot. He had a great appreciation for literature. He studied Violet-Ie-Duc and criticized
him when he thought he e~red, He discussed architecture, especially from the gothic period, with his fellow

classrnates. He used to say hed reform the cathedral of Barcelona, if he was given permission, by removing
the altarpiece. He used to go on the outings that Rogent organized.
Gaudl's religious sentiments were like those of the people of his time: I never heard him speak against
religion. He was of course kind of crazy and he loved a good joke, but of the decent kind. He told jokes and
laughed heartily at jokes, of any kind with a double meaning. He oídnt usually go to the theater, but frequently
atlended concerts. He went to the midnight mass at the cathedral to listen to the music of Vilanova and said
that it wasnt the right music for the celebration of the Sacrifice".
He lived a family life and could be seen, from the back of his office, with his parents on the porch of his
house. There were no rumors of Gaudí having had love affairs. He firmly denied having ideas in his head of a
dubious kind, or anything but a recommendable life. He was not a new convert to the life he led, but was, in
his character the man we always saw him to be".
This is the manner in which the master expresses himself recalling the
work he completed for The Mataronense Cooperative. This was a working
mans association founded in the difficult years of the second to last quarter
of the past century. This association tended to improve the conditions of the
worker, providing him with the well-being that the director could give to his
employees. He was, however, an atheist and anarchist, and thus in opposition
to the usual direction of society at that time.
Bassegoda says, "1 remember that Gaudí used to tell me that the director of the entity had the habit of leaving books on top of a desk to stimulate
ideas in those who came upon them. He put them purposefully there, but
Gaudí told me that he never read them nor paid them any mind".

News
In the introduetion 01 the present issue we mentioned the denth 01 Jeen Bossegodo i Nonell nnd the loet íhot this newsletter
is in memorium, ond spoke 01 his qrundlother end qreut grondlother who were well-ocquointed with Architeet GoudL We have
lor íhot renson reproduced here in "Testimonies" whot they mude known 01 the Servont 01 God.
As is our custom, every yenr we commemorote the onniversary 01 the death 01 our Architeet. For the 160th anniversmy 01
the birth 01 Goudí and the 60th anniversmy 01 'The Friends 01 Gaudí" different events were planned. At SI. Felip Neri church
a Euchmistic celebrotion was organized by "Ihe Friends 01 Gaudí" on June 7th. The painting thnt hangs in this church is "SI.
Felip Neri levitoting while celebroting Mass" (1901) , by Joen Llimona, cnd the lace that uppenrs is none other than the Ieee 01
Goudí, repruduted lor the evenl.
Also at the Crypt, on June 10th ot the 1'h30 Mass the saintly demh 01 the Servant 01 God was commemoroted. The
people 01 the town ond pnrish 01 Riudoms participated, with the presence 01 the Mayor 01 Riudoms ond the Alderman Irom the
Depmtment 01 Culture. The porish choir sang ond the giont, procession-ligure 01 Gaudí presided over the evenl.l 'Esbart Goudí
01 Barcelona, as is their annual custom, mcde a flornl ollering. In the patio children ollered presents ond denred,
In this seetion we 'd like to inlorm you that the documented biogrophy 01 the Servant 01 God, written by Josep M.
Inrrnqena was delivered to The Sarred Congregation lor the Cause 01 the Saints by Iormqenn, he himsell a member 01 the
Congregation. Our president José Manuel Almuzaro end the author then delivered it lo the Capuchin priesl Vincenzo Cirscuolo lcst
July 41h. It was a Iriendly meeting ond, at present, Falher Criscuolo is working in the "positio". II seems, therelore thnt lowmds
the end 01 2013 it will be completed, and awaiting approval which could come in 2015. The Pope will then sign the decree 01
heroic virtues cnd dedcre the Archilect 01 God "Venerable".
.
The Association has published a new pomphlet concerning the process 01 beatilicotion in celebrotion 01 the 20th anniversary 01 the loundation, on June 10, 1992, The introduetion was written by the Cardinal Archbishop Martínez Sistach, cnd the
prologue by our own Joan Bassegoda. Following were a long biography 01 Gaudí written by the writer Juan-Manuel GonzálezCremona, a chronology 01 the process, and a seleetion 01 texts that give witness to the saintliness 01 GaudL The book ends with
photographs cnd íhe homily thal Pope Benedict XVIgave in the celebrotion 01 the dedicotion on November 7, 2010.

